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In This Issue 

 
 
 
 
 

As a community of women  
    created in the image of God, 
    called to discipleship in Jesus  
    Christ and empowered by the                     
    Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves to  
    grow in faith, 
    affirm our gifts, 
    support one another in our callings,  
    engage in ministry and action, and 
    promote healing and wholeness 
        in the church, 
        the society, and 
        the world.  
 

ADVENT 
 
The other day I heard someone say, “there are only forty-days left before 
Christmas”.  Then, going into stores we see all of the Christmas decora-
tions, we see the ads for all of the newest gadgets and toys and we begin to 
feel a bit overwhelmed … so much to do, so little time left.  Is that what 
this season of Advent is supposed to be? 
 

Advent means coming.  It is the season of the church year which empha-
sizes, not only Christmas, but the threefold coming of Christ. 
 

1. Since the early days of the Church, God’s people have prepared for a 
proper celebration of Christmas … thus this season of Advent begins 
on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve.  It 
is during this season that Christians get ready on every level of life for 
a God-pleasing remembrance and celebration of the great day on 
which our Savior was born. 

2. The gracious coming of Christ into the lives of His people through the 
proclamation of the Gospel … that is the Good News! 

3. The glorious coming of Christ on the final Day, when He will judge 
all of the people.  

 

So, during this season of Advent, don’t let all of the lights and glitter blind 
you from the real reason for this celebration.  Some things that might help 
are the Advent wreath, an Advent calendar, the use of special devotions 
and scripture readings appropriate for the preparation of the “coming of 
Jesus as the Babe of Bethlehem and also His second coming as a Judge to 
claim His people”. 
 

May the words of this Advent hymn be your daily prayer as we celebrate 
this season of waiting and preparing. 
 

The king shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 

 

Not as of old a little child, to bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky. 

 

Oh, brighter than the rising morn when Christ, victorious, rose 
And left the lonesome place of death, despite the rage of foes. 

 

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes, and we shall see his face. 

 

The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings, 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray; come quickly, King of Kings. 
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Worship is always a high-lite 
of the Convention and the 
evaluation sheets indicated a 
great appreciation for this 
year’s music.  Many women 
added that they felt the Holy 
Spirit moving and that Pr. 
Vang’s message resonated 
with them.  The entire order 
of service was on the screen 
and very well done. 

2017 Annual SWO Convention in Review 

Having the Bishop with us is al-
ways a highlight.  Bishop Paul 
brought us greetings and was also 
able to do a morning workshop 

We gathered at the Table of our 
Lord Jesus the Christ and we 
were fed. 

Our Chruchwide Representa-
tive, Annissa Canova, shared 
her personal story as well as 
brought us greetings from the 
Churchwide Board. 

Officer Orozco’s workshop was well 
received … a return visit from him 
would be great! 

Our women really loved trying something different 
and new! The Thai food was yummy especially the 
“spring rolls” …. Someone suggested that it would 
have been fun to have had chopsticks. 

Visiting with long-time friends is a bonus at 
Conventions.   The “bamboo” favors were a 
real hit with this year’s convention goers. 
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Deanne Lawson’s keynote presentation led to 
high-interest attendance in the afternoon session.  
Her passion and dedication to the topic of Hu-
man Trafficking and helping women deal with 
recovery upon exiting is evident. 

Ka Lovang’s workshop, 
“Prevention Save Lives”, 
was well received and 
women remarked that 
they appreciated the 
handouts and information 
presented. 

We thanked out-going SWO Board Members for their years of 
service.  Left to right….Gayle Cameron, Donna Yourell, Caitlin 
Vang & Nancy Sack.  Well-done thou good & faithful servants. 

Judy Lee Tarbox modeling the split skirt 
she purchased from one of the vendors. 

Left to Right:  Diane Moraza (Convention Nurse), 
Bonnie Daleness and Julie Starks (Convention 
Photographer) all from St. Stephen the Martyr. 

Donna Yourell, and 
her husband Dave, 
took Annissa Canova 
(our Churchwide Rep)
on a tour of Milwau-
kee.  Here we see An-
nissa posing with The 
Fons! 

It’s always 
good for us 
to hear the 
story of fair
-trade prod-
ucts like  
Mt. Meru 
Coffee. 
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A Message from the Synodical Women’s Organization President 

Greetings from your new SWO President!  Many of you have seen me at convention for a good 
number of years.  My usual position on the board has been as treasurer.  Two years ago I hung up 
my treasurer’s hat, hopefully for good!  It is my hope that our organization can move forward with 
new faces in the years to come.  So, here it is December 2017 and I now have a position on the 
board that I really never endeavored to have, president.  Isn’t it funny how God works in our 
lives! 
 
For those of you who don’t know much about me, I’m married to Richard and have one daughter 

and two sons.  They have given me six grandchildren ranging in age from twenty-two years to four years.  I have been 
active in my congregation through the years, teaching Sunday School and confirmation, helping at worship by ushering 
and distributing communion, taking communion to the homebound, and in my Women of the ELCA unit.  I have many 
hobbies.  They include weaving, sewing, knitting, cross-stitch, and reading.  I even dabble in quilting. 
 
My hope for our synodical organization is that we can include many more women in the work that we do.  The SWO 
needs new faces to bring us fresh ideas.  Please let the SWO board know what your interests and passions are.  The 
board needs your input so that we can be a thriving organization.  Thank you for electing me to be your president for 
the next two years.  
 

Sue Seidemann 

SOCIAL MEDIA IS THE NAME OF TODAY’S GAME 
 

Please follow the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization on facebook  
 

go to your facebook page and search for GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD … 
then a person “likes” the page. 

Thanks to Caitlin Vang for setting this site up for us. 
 

We also have a web-site:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 
 

Web-master is Sandy Allen …  allen.sjwerner@gmail.com 

ARE YOU WILLING TO HELP 
 

PLAN THE 2018 ANNUAL 
 

SWO CONVENTION? 
 

DO YOU HAVE IDEAS  
 

OF THINGS YOU WOULD 
 

LIKE TO SEE/HEAR AT THE CONVENTION? 
 

If you answer either of these questions “yes” then you are encour-
aged to call/or e-mail our Convention Chair person, Laura Ruiz 
immediately.  Laura’s phone # is 414-704-7849 and her e-mail is 
ruizim60@yahoo.com. 
 

This Annual Convention is YOURS and your SWO Board wants 
to present programs/speakers/workshops that you will be anxious 
to participate in. 
 

Remember the old song … “The more we get together, together, 
the more we get together the happier we’ll be…..”  That’s the 
spirit we want the women to have about coming to the Conven-
tion on October 13, 2018 at St. John’s in Brookfield. 

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white 

lily—identifies women of the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church in America as children of God; 

baptized, forgiven, adopted into God’s family, 

full of grace and hope in eternal life. It is a re-

minder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that 

rises out of that life-giving baptismal water. It 

is also a reminder of the mission of the church 

to “Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; 

baptize them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 

28:19)  

This is the logo 
 for  

Women of the ELCA 
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Treasurer’s Report … October 31, 2017 

Meet our newly elected treasurer, 
Victoria Mallak  (she goes by Tori).  
Because our fiscal year goes through 
January 31st Tori’s term of office 
will begin on February 1, 2018.  At 
that time please send offerings to: 
 

Victoria Mallak 
132 S. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 
 

you may also contact Victoria  
with your questions: 

Phone# 414-257-3315 
Cell# 414-530-6884 

e-mail:  Vmallak@wi.rr.com  

SWO BOARD OFFERINGS 
 

The Synodical Women’s Board meets approxi-
mately six (6) times each year.  At each of these 
meetings we begin with devotions and we take 
an offering.  Once each year (usually the last 
meeting prior to the Annual Convention) we 
make a decision as to what cause we’d like to 
give this special offering to.  For the year 2017 
our offerings totaled $244 and we gave it to the 
Inner Beauty Center.  Those attending this 
year’s annual convention heard about this or-
ganization from the keynote speaker, Deanne 
Lawson who is the Founder and Executive Di-
rector of this organization which focuses on 
Human Trafficking. 
 
Our Convention offering totaled $1,605 and 
20% of that offering also went to the Inner 
Beauty Center.  Another 20% stayed in the 
Greater Milwaukee Synodcial Women’s Organ-
ization’s treasury and 60% was sent to the 
Churchwide Organization to carry on out the 
mission of the Women of the ELCA. 
 
Thank you to our Units, and individuals, for 
your faithfulness. 

Receipts Actual YTD 2017Budget 

Board Offerings $134.00   

Cluster Funds $500.00 $0.00 

Unit Offerings  $2,425.57 $5,000.00 

Convention Offering $30.00 $2,500.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $425.00 $4,000.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $0.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 

Designated Income $0.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 

Total Receipts $3,514.57 $13,000.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $244.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $1,215.26 $2,500.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $327.00 $2,500.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00                0.00 

Designated Expense $187.51 $300.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $50.00 $650.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $1,424.18 $3,250.00 

Program VII Clusters $0.00 $10.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $60.00 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $1,032.18 $1,500.00 

Program X Special Events $27.33 $50.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $50.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $1,395.00 $880.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $50.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $147.50 $700.00 

Triennial Promoter $454.00 $50.00 

Total Disbursements $6,613.96 $13,000.00 

Assets   

SWO Checking $6,065.61 

SWO Savings $6,190.17 

Mission Investment Fund $3,100.69 

Total Assets $15,356.47 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $0.00 

Board Offering $0.00 

Convention Offering $1,308.00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $150.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $760.00 

                 -Other $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 

Convention $2,009.36 

Mission Investment Fund 3,100.69 

Unexpected Expense $325.00 

Total Designated Funds $7853.05 

Funds Available in Checking and sav-
ings  $7,503.42 

Total Funds Available $7,503.42 
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All Anew! Tenth Triennial Gathering of the WELCA 
  

In our September Gleanings we had a note from one of our Triennial Scholarship re-

cipients, Robin Gross, expressing her “thanks” for the opportunity to attend the Tenth 

Triennial Gathering.  (In this issue we want to congratulate Robin & her husband 

Travis on the birth of a daughter, Brinlee, born on October 12th). 

In this Issue we are including two more “thank you’s” from Triennial Scholarship Recipients 

What a wonderful experience it was to participate in this 
10th Triennial Gathering.  My highlights are: 
The inspiring speakers 

Leymah Gbowee challenged us to be aligned; to tear 
down walls and stand up for justice 

Kelly Fryer inspired us to BE ENGAGED! 
Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, while referring to Micah 6:8, 

stated it’s time for upending  tables and doing jus-
tice. 

Rev. Angela Khabeb lifted us up with her words  about 
“seeds for everyone.” (You had to be there.)  
“When we do this thing together, everyone gets 
blessed.” 

 

Walking the Migrants Journey with Mary Campbell lead-
ing our reenactment of  mothers and children fleeing 
their Central American homes, trudging through Mexi-
co and crossing the US border. We felt the dangers 
they confront along the way. 

 

Working on the Days for Girls menstrual hygiene kits.  
These kits allow girls in El Salvador and other coun-
tries to attend school during their menstrual cycle. 

 

The biggest impact for me, however, was worshipping to-
gether with 3000 women, as we raised our voices to God 
in song.  What a blessing to be a part of this amazing expe-
rience.   
 Thank you for your support as a scholarship recipient.  
    

Rosie Haas 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa 

My first time riding a bus (Greyhound) to out of state was 
nervous at first, but it was meant to be.  I met my old 
friend from over 10 years ago, and we're on the same bus 
to St. Paul.  We talked about many things to catch up on 
our life.  It felt great that I was able to minister to an old 
friend especially on the bus.  We felt strongly that God has 
brought us together in the same path. 
 
At the Triennial Gathering, the worship music was beauti-
ful and uplifting.  All the speakers are great and inspiring.  
One particular speaker that spoke to my heart is Pastor 
Angela Khabeb.  She talks about "Be Good, and Don't be 
Nice." As I understand is that being NICE is not standing 
up for the RIGHT thing.  We're afraid of hurting people's 
feeling, so we don't stand up for the RIGHT reason.  This 
has been an eye-opener for me because my husband and I 
have been through a lot of challenges.  It helps me find 
closure that we all can relate to her message.   
 
Overall, it was a wonderful experience.  I just want to 
thank the SWO board for giving me an opportunity. 
 

Caitlin Vang 
Ascension Lutheran Church in Milwaukee 

                                                                                JOINT CLUSTER REPORT 
                                                                               submitted by Marilyn Day 

 
Under the theme "Healing Hearts" The Greater Milwaukee Women of the ELCA met November 
11, 2017 at Christ the Victor Lutheran Church.   
 

Chris Beck, executive director of Healing Hearts, told of the support and counseling provided for 
children and adults who have lost loved ones due to death, divorce, incarceration, abandonment, 
immigration, or military deployment. They meet every Monday night at First Methodist in Pewaukee starting with a 
meal and then breaking into age groups with two facilitators. Children often express fears and sadness through draw-
ings, then are able to talk about their pictures she said.  The 12 week program is offered at no cost to those attending.  
They have had 700 participants in seven years.  She told many heart rending stories.  She said they are there to be 
companions to  walk along side those who are grieving. 
 

Pastor Becky Fetters of Christ the Victor led a thought provoking Bible Study on "Stronger Together" using Ecclesi-
astes 4:9-12, reading three different versions  of the passage.  Good discussion followed.  Oh yes, and the day started 
with a delicious breakfast served by the men of the church.  
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Hephatha Church is A Strong Baby Sanctuary 
Submitted by Nurse Louise Meyer 

 

What is a Strong Baby Sanctuary? 
 

Introduction of Hephatha's Strong Baby Sanctuary Ministry  
 

I am so pleased to share with you today what Hephatha's Strong Baby Sanctuary 
Ministry is all about.  Jesus called the children to him and said, " Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the Kingdom of 
God! Truly I say to you, who ever does not receive the Kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter, and he took them in his arms and Blessed them, laying his 
hands on them." 
 

In 2013, 117 Milwaukee babies died before their first birthday.  The 2 main causes 
were premature birth and unsafe sleeping habits. 
 

THIS IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO GOD!! 
IT CANNOT BE ACCEPTABLE TO US!! 

Through our Strong Baby Sanctuary Ministry, we join other faith communities at setting Babies, mothers, fathers and 
families as a TOP PRIORITY. 
 

By becoming a Strong Baby Sanctuary, we open our hearts, minds, and doors as a safe place of love, compassion, sup-
port and knowledge to the most vulnerable of God's children, giving them a chance at living a full and healthy life. 
God has a plan for each of us, to prosper us and not for us to be harmed, plans to give us hope and a future. 
That is what our Strong Baby Sanctuary Ministry hopes to provide each mother, father, baby and child  that chooses to 
become a part of this life giving Ministry. Strong babies need Strong moms and dads, who create Strong Families, re-
sulting in Strong Lives. 
 

How Hephatha's SBS Ministry serves mom's, women, children and families.  
 

Hephatha’s Strong Baby Sanctuary serves through; 
 Monthly Women/Moms Gatherings: Once a month, women, expectant and new moms gather together to 
share in bible study, conversation and learning while enjoying a light lunch together.  Child care is provided during 
these gatherings. Guest speakers join us to share in educational opportunities that will empower and encourage moms to 
be the best moms that God has created them to be.  We provide participants with spiritual and emotional support as they 
raise their children. Those attending monthly gatherings receive diapers and wipes. 
 
 Our Infant Pantry provides EMERGENCY infant supplies to families in need.  
  
 Our Strong Baby Box Initiative provides a "sleeping box"  full of infant supplies and reference manual to  
each expectant/new mom who completes Milwaukee educational syllabus through Baby Box University. 
 
 Provides referral to Hephatha's Counselor, Ms. Esther Brown 
  

Strong Baby Sanctuary Partnership opportunities.  
There are many ways your group can provide partner sup-
port for our Strong Baby Ministry.  
 
Collect baby supplies to stock our Infant Pantry and sup-
plement our Strong Baby Boxes 
 List of needed items 
  diapers (sizes newborn, 1, 2, 3, 4,  
                                   5, and 6) 
  Onesies (sizes newborn through 
                                   12 months)  
  Digital Thermometer with covers  
  Baby head to toe wash 
  Baby Hooded bath towel  
  Baby wash cloths 
  Baby blankets 
  Baby snugglers 

 Provide/serve and join Hephatha women for a light 
lunch and for our monthly gatherings  
 Provide small toiletries and personal items for gift 
bags for women attending our monthly group 
 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTNERING WITH 
HEPHATHA'S STRONG BABY SANCTUARY, 
PLEASE CONTACT NURSE LOUISE AT 414-331-1794 
OR E MAIL: strongbabyh@gmail.com 

mailto:strongbabyh@gmail.com
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Our SWO Board 
 

Back row … left to right 
Judy Lee Tarbox, Lona Eubanks, Marilyn Day, Pam 
Maschke, Laura Ruiz, Vivian Johnson 

Front row … left to right 
Betty Warber, Sue Seidemann, Victoria Mallak 

Missing ... Debra Burns 

Triennial Prayer Labyrinth Stories  
by Julie Starks 

 

I was one of many attendees at this summer’s Triennial in 
Minneapolis who selected a small prayer labyrinth to take 
home.  These were made and sent by women (and probably 
some men) from throughout the country and I am sure 
there are some interesting stories attached.   
 

My labyrinth included a tag with the maker’s name and 
church home.  I wrote a short thank-you note to this wom-
an from North Dakota via her church (found the address on 
their website).  A few weeks later she wrote me a note 
about her experience with this project.  She wrote:  
 
When the national WELCA put out their call for people to 
make “finger labyrinths,” I wasn’t really on-board until I 
read the little note on how to use the labyrinth.  That note 
made the difference to me…it gave the labyrinth so much 
meaning!  I then took charge and organized a group of 
ladies in our church/community who met regularly to work 
on our labyrinths.  We became a very close-knit group and 
I was awakened again to the many different talents God 
has given to each one of us!  Absolutely wonderful fellow-
ship!! Also, there were so many times our group felt the 
Holy Spirit guiding us in our mission!  What started out as 
a big mission at the national level, trickled down to be a 
personal blessing to me!  May God walk with you on your 
labyrinth journey. 
 

This labyrinth fits in my pocket and has been a reminder of 
the need for prayer.  And I love knowing the story attached 
to it.  We would love to hear your stories of how these lab-
yrinths have been a part of your faith life.  Please share 
with me  (Julie Starks) at 
 jastarks@earthlink.net 

Your Synodical  

Women’s Board 

Wishes each and  

every one 

A very Merry  

Christmas 

and a 

Happy & Healthy 

2018 

WHAT 
is a 

LABYRINTH 
 

Prehistoric labyrinths 
are believed to have 
served as traps for ma-
levolent spirts or as 
defined paths for ri- 

tual dances.     
 

In medieval times, the labyrinth symbolized a hard 
path to God with a clearly defined center (God) and 
one entrance (birth). 
 

One can think of labyrinths as symbolic of a pilgrim-
age; people can walk the path, ascending toward sal-
vation or enlightenment.  Many people could not af-
ford to travel to holy sites and lands, so labyrinths 
and prayer substituted for such travel. 
 

Many newly made labyrinths exist today, in churches 
and in parks. Walking among the turnings, one loses 
track of direction and of the outside world, thus it 
quiets the minds and helps you to focus. 
 

The labyrinth that Julie speaks of (in the column to 
your left) does just that …  when you pray let your  
fingers follow the pathway and see how it helps you 
to focus on your prayers. 
 
This is a wonderful idea for you to make for yourself, 
or make one for a friend.  Any creative medium can 
be used to create a beautiful piece … it can be quilt-
ed, crocheted, knitted or even a braided piece out of 
left over yarns from other projects.  May God bless 
your efforts. 
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Nativity (Milwaukee)…………………………………303 
   School Kits … 100 
St. Luke’s (Greendale)………………………………..165 
Cross (Burlington)…………………………………….657 

   School Kits and Personal Care Kits … over 350 
St. John’s (Brookfield)………………………………..151 
North Cape (Franksville)…………………………….186 

   School Kits … 80+ 
Trinity (West Bend)…...……………………………...126 
Trinity (South Milwaukee)…………………………...115 
Norway (Wind Lake)…………………………………595 

   School Kits...40, Personal Care Kits…27, Fabric 
   Kits...33, Baby Care Kits...46 

Jackson Park (Milwaukee)……………………………73 
Faith (Cedarburg)…………………………………….144 

   School Backpacks … 70 
St. Paul’s (Kenosha)……………………………………36 

   Health Care Kits...139, Baby Layette Kits...39, 
   61 Pounds of Soap 
St. Mary’s (Kenosha)…………………………………224 

   School Kits...401, Personal Care Kits...31, Baby Kits..16 
St. Luke’s (Sheboygan Falls)…………………………..54 

   School Kits...51, Personal Care Kits...36, Baby Kits...62 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection (Racine)……...36 

   Book Bags...298, Health Kits...22, 70 Pounds of Soap, 
   320 Quilts to Hurricane Harvey Victims, 16 Quilts to 
   the Veterans in Union Grove 
Mount Carmel (Milwaukee)………………………….269 
St. Luke’s (Waukesha)………………………………..238 
St. John’s (Grafton)……………………………………… 

   All of their quilts went to veteran groups and Indian 
   Missions. 
Whitnall Park (Hales Corners)………………………..20 

   School Kits...454 
St. Stephen the Martyr (Greendale)…………………121 

   School Bags...275, LSS...44 Quilts 

Galilee (Pewaukee)……………………………………..45 
Martin Luther (Milwaukee)…………………………...61 

   Baby Kits...28, School Kits...31, Health Kits...32 
   1 Box small soap 
Christ the King (Delafield)………………………………. 
   Care Kits...110  
Living Faith (Racine)…………………………………152 

   Kits...43 
Immanuel (Cedarburg)………………………………...83 
Bay Shore (Milwaukee)………………………………...44 

   Baby Kits...48 
St, Olaf (Rubicon)……………………………………...75 
Gloria Dei (Menomonee Falls)……………………….171 

   School Kits...22, Pine Ridge Reservation...6 Quilts 
   Hope Network...2 Quilts, Gloria Dei Block Party...1 quilt 
   Froedtert Hospice...13 quilts with 2 therapy pillows 
St. Paul’s (Random Lake)……………………………...98    
   Quilts to the Menomonee Nation…12,  H.S. Grads...2 
Our Savior’s (West Bend)……………………………..54 

   Layette...17, School Bags...27 
Bethania (Racine)………………………………………… 

   Health Kits...20 
Our Savior’s (Oconomowoc)…………………………129 
St. John’s (Jackson)……………………………..……210  

   Health Kits… 170 
Christ the King (Port Washington)…………………...94 

   Baby Kits...60 
Christ (Paddock Lake)………………………………...21 

    Quilts to other places: 
 24…Women’s & Children’s Horizons in Kenosha 
 27… Hurricane Harvey via Bradford H.S. 
 40 … Shalom Shelter in Kenosha 
 3… Graduating High School Students 
     School Kits… 25 
 

 4,750 QUILTS for LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  

WOW!  That is impressive, 4,750 quilts from thirty-four congregations!  Please note that number only reflects the quilts 
sent to LWR and if you take a second look you’ll note many quilts were given to other places where is need is great.  In 
addition to the quilts, many, many kits were also put together for those in need.  Again,  we think of the words, “Christ 
has no hands but our hands” and we thank everyone for keeping the ELCA’s logo in mind …. 

 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 

WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT? 
 

Garrison Keillor, in News from Lake Wobegon, tells of a young boy, on a late summer day, heading off to college in 
the next town.  The boy is suffering from acute embarrassment because his mother, grandmother, aunt and an elderly 
cousin have all piled into the car with him to go to register for his first semester’s classes.  Here is an 18-year old being 
followed by an un-cool collection of relatives into his first college experience. 
 

Speaking of the relatives, Keillor asks, “What is it in the human soul that causes a person to embarrass someone else so 
thoroughly?”  His answer: “Only love could do that.” 
 

That struck a responsive chord in me.  How many times has God reached down to us humans in love only to have us 
squirm in embarrassment?  How many times has each of us ignored God’s loving gesture because it was too embarrass-
ing to respond? 
 

God has been making loving gestures towards humanity since the beginning of time.  And since Adam and Eve, we 
have been responding as embarrassed teenagers.  Use a moment to think back on how you have responded to God’s 
love in your past.  Maybe a change is in order. 
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHWIDE STAFF and BOARD 

The 2017-2020 Women of the ELCA executive board adopted a revised 2018 budget that increased funds for program-
ming and eliminated two staff positions. The board also offered Linda Post Bushkofsky her fifth four-year term as ex-
ecutive director. 
 
In an October 19-21, 2017, meeting in Chicago, the board, in executive session, adopted a revised budget of $3,120,231. 
 
The 2018 budget allows for a full-time staff of 11, a reduction of two; sets aside adequate funds for the 2020 triennial 
convention (one-third of the total cost); adds $35,705 to a program budget, making it $67,705; and allows for salary ad-
justments and raises. It also funds a vacant director for justice position. 
 
Program areas of the churchwide organization include discipleship, stewardship, intergenerational, justice, and accom-
panying resources. 
 
In her report to the executive board, Bushkofsky said, “It’s an exciting, heady time to be Women of the ELCA. We’re 
coming off a very successful triennial convention and gathering.”  She said the triennial gathering had higher than ex-
pected registration numbers (about 3,300), with more than 500 already signed up to attend the Eleventh Triennial Gath-
ering 2020 in Phoenix, Ariz. The result of better-than-expected registration numbers at the gathering, Bushkofsky said, 
resulted in “the first time in a long time that income has exceeded our expenses.” 
 
However, she said, the final budget numbers from the triennial gathering have not yet been tallied. “There is much to 
celebrate, but we have the capacity to do so much more,” she said. “As we move into year 31, we can sit back and con-
gratulate ourselves for what has been. Or we can challenge ourselves to live into the fullness of our foremothers’ visions 
of this organization as a radical change agent in the church. 
 
With Thankofferings and Regular Offerings down, Bushkofsky said the organization must look at additional 
ways to raise money.  “I think the time has come that we have to be more strategic and intentional about how to 
grow,” she said.  Regular offerings are those collected in congregational units that benefit the unit, the synodical 
organization and the churchwide organization. Thankofferings are gifts made to churchwide, in appreciation for 
all that God has done, historically collected in October or November. 
 
At the end of September, with the new budget year beginning February 1, 2018, revenue is at $1,275,085 ($1,222,014 
below fiscal year projections), according to Executive Board Treasurer Anna Sarver. Expenses at $1,778,374 were at 
57% of the budget ($3,093,318) with four months left in the fiscal year. 
 
Executive Director Linda Post Bushkofsky  announced that two staff positions were eliminated as of October 30th.  
Those of associate executive director, held by Deborah Calvert, and administration assistant, held by Vanessa Davis-
Bragg, “These are budget-driven decisions and do not reflect on performance,” Bushkofsky said, “We thank Deborah 
and Vanessa for their many years of service to this organization.” Bushkofsky said with the remaining 11 positions, in-
cluding hers as executive director, “staff will be able to adequately support women across the church as they live out the 
mission and purpose of Women of the ELCA.” 
 
A search is beginning for the open position of director for justice (This position had been held by Inez Torres Davis who 
retired as of March 15, 2017. 
 

This article has been copied from the November issue of the BOLD  CONNECTIONS of Women of the ELCA 
 

 
Women of the Greater Milwaukee Synodcial Organization, hopefully you will read this article and prayerful consid-
er what we, as individuals and as UNITS can do.  One of the bench marks for being a UNIT is that we share our dollars 
with the Synod who in turn sends fifty percent (50%) of all they receive to Churchwide. 
 
These dollars support the ongoing ministries of Women of the ELCA - ministries like ground-breaking racial justice 
advocacy.  Our Gather magazine and Bible Study. Café e-zine and podcast, leadership training, discipleship resources, 
global education and so much more.  Every dollar helps continue our work to inspire, support and mobilize women for 
bold lives of faith. 
 
If you have any questions about this article, please feel free to contact anyone on our SWO Board … see names, phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses on page 11. 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/two-staff-positions-ended-october-30
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  Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: Sue Seidemann (2019) 
  Worship  3729 N. 12th Street  
  Resource       Sheboygan, WI 53083 
  Books                     920-452-1634 Cell: 920-946-1857  
                                  seidesue@Charter.net 
                                  St. Peter LC - Sheboygan 
 

Co. Vice Pres:         Karen Hoffman (2018) 
       5302 Mansfield Drive 
                                     Greendale, WI 53129 
                                      414-421-9249   Cell: 
                                     ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net 
                                     St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 
 
Co. Vice Pres:      Jan Fox (2018) 
       4130 South Carnaby Lane 
       New Berlin, WI 53151 
                                    262-782-5680      Cell: 
                                     jenfx@aol.com 
                                     Ascension LC - Milwaukee 

Secretary:             Betty Warber  (2018) 
  Historian               6517 Williamsburg Way 
                  Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406 
                  262-886-8918 Cell:  262-308-2676 
                               betty@warber.net 
                               Hephatha LC—Milwaukee 
 
Treasurer:           Victoria Mallak  (2019) 
 Finance Chair      132 S. 92nd Street 
 Offerings             Milwaukee, WI 53214 
                              414-257-3315  Cell: 414-530-6884  
                              Vmallak@wi.rr.com 
                              Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee 
 

 
 
    

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mission Team  Vivian Johnson  (2019)  
                             4624 North 69th Street  
                        Milwaukee, WI 53218                        
                                     414-736-0368    Cell:   
                                     VivianHouston10@yahoo.com 
                                     All Peoples LC - Milwaukee                        
                                 
Mission Team         Marilyn Day (2017) 
          W279 N8512 Twin Pine Circle 
                                     Hartland, WI 53029 
                                                             Cell: 414-388-4535 
          mday17@wi.rr.com 
                                     St. Matthew LC - Wauwatosa 
 

Mission Team        JudyLee Tarbox (2018) 
         S65 W24880 Robyn Road 
                                    Waukesha, WI  53189 
                                    262-408-5951      Cell: 262-751-2577 
       judilee23@sbcglobal.net 
                                    Atonement LC - Muskego 
                                                                                                  
Mission Team       Debra Burns (2018) 
        N168 W21700 Main Street Lot 294 
        Jackson, WI 53037                                     
                                                    Cell: 262-305-0829  
                Romans12serve@gmail.com 
        Trinity LC - West Bend  
 

Convention      Laura Ruiz (2018)    
Chair                         171 N. 71st Street 
                                   Milwaukee, WI 53213 
                                                 Cell:  414-704-7849 
                                   ruizlm60@yahoo.com 
                                   Ascension LC - Milwaukee 
 

Convention               Lona Eubanks (2019)                  
Intern                       10260 W. Terra Ave. 
                     Milwaukee, WI 53224  
                                  414-368-3363                       
                                  l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net 
                                  Incarnation LC - Milwaukee 

           

Cluster/Cong.  Pam Maschke (2018) 
Liaison   5271 S. 22nd Street 
   Milwaukee, WI 53221 
   414-282-3956  Cell:  414-526-6605 
   pamwald13@hotmail.com 
   St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 
 

 
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

Website:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 
                   
   

 

 

“Gleanings” is published four times each year  
March, June, September and December 

 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by 
the first of February, May, August and November 

 

Submit Gleanings articles to Betty Warber 
betty@warber.net 

 

Gleanings Mailing Crew:  Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net  LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103  billlaernem@gmail.com 
 please use “quilts” in the subject line when sending LaVerne n e-mail)  Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net 

Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV   Nancy Sack 414-

545-5434 nsack@att.net                                     
  

Webmaster:  Sandy Allen     
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new) 
 

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang   
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com 
 

Communications Chair: Julie Starks  
414-483-0122    
jastarks@earthlink.net 
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3259 S. Swain Court 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 
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Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
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NOTICE  TO  INDIVIDUAL  GLEANINGS  SUBSCRIBERS 
 

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name.  Those numbers 
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire.  If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates 
you are receiving a complimentary copy.   
 
To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or 
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order 
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107. 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE 
 

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your e-mail address 
to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net  You may also access Gleanings through our new website at………. 
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org. 


